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lives! had boen brought tip very differ
ently.

Jimmy had liked tho freo and easy
bohemlanlsm of the set In which Cyn
thla moved; ho was 'not bo auro about
Christine's. ,

Ho was utterly wretched as ho walk-
ed homo. Ho had tied himself for life:
there would be no sllpplmr out of this
engagement. Poor little Christlno I She
deserved a better man. Ho felt ncutoly
conscious of his own 'unworthlness.
file walked tho whole way homo. Ha.

was dog-tire- d when he let 'himself Into
his rooms. Sangster roao from a chair
by tho'ftre.

Jimmy stifled an oath under his
breath as ho shut tho door.

Sangster was the lost man he wished
to see at tho present moment He kept
his eyes Averted as he came forward.

"Hello I" he said. "Been hero long?"
"All the evening. Thought you'd sure

bo In. Costlh said you'd bo In to
dinner, he thought."

"I meant to stayed with
the Wyatts, though."

Jimmy helped himself to a whisky.
He know that Sangster was watching
him. His gaze became unbearable.
He swung around with sharp Impa-
tience, "what are you staring nt7" ho"
demanded, irritably,

"Nothing. What a surly brute you'ro
getting. Uot a cigarette?"

Jimmy throw his caso over.
"Uy tlio way." ho said, with overdone

carelessness, ''I've got some news for
.on. It'll bo In all tho papers tomor-W- ,

so .1 thought I might as well tell
u first." There was a llttlo pause.
"Well?" said fjangstef, shortly,
Jimmy struck a match on the sole of

i.la shoe.
"I'm engaged," he said, "to Chris-

tine."
It seemed a long, long time before

Sangster moved or spoke. After a mof
ment Jimmy Challoncr swung around
Irritably.

"Well, why don't you say some-
thing?" he demanded. "It's a nice,
friendly way to receive news. Why
don't you say something?" ho asked
again, angrily.

Sangster said something then some-
thing whloh Jimmy had novcr expected,

iuu ougm io De snou"
Ana tnen the silcnco feu once more.
.ijwiiiivjp nivneu lit mo oiazing coma

furiously; ho had got very red.
""You 'ought to-- bo shot I" said Sang-

ster, agalnk He rose to his feet; he
throw his unsmoked clgaretto Into thograte and walked toward' tho door.

Jimmy turned.
"Here : come back I Whiro urn vnn

going? Of all tho bad.tcmncred heir.
gars " His faco was abashed; there
was a sort of wavering In his voice.
He moved a stpp forward to overtake
his friend.

sangster looked back at him withbiting contempt In his honest eyes.,
"I'm fed up with you," ho said. "SI

tottrdeath of
selflBhness.

oi

you and your abomlnablo
J oh, what's the good of

talKlnijr Ho wns gono with a slam
tno uoor.
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Jimmy drairrad n rhntr fnni'nrfl nnd
flung himself Into It His faco was a
study; now and then ho gavo a llttlo
choked oxclamatlon of rage.

wnat tno deuce did Sangster mean
by taking such an attitude? It was
llko his Infernal cheek. It was no
business of his if ho choso to got en-
gaged to ChrlBtlnc and half a dozen
other girls at tho same time. Any one
would think ho had dono a shabby trick
by asking her to marry him; any one
would think that there had been some-
thing disgraceful In having done so ; any
one would think

"Hang It all!" said Jimmy Challoncr.
He took a clgaretto and lit It, but It

went out almost Immediately; and he
flung it Into tho fire and lit another.

In a minute, or two he had thrown
that away, also; he lay back in hla
chitlr and closed his eyca.

Ho was an engaged 'man It was no
novelty. He had been engaged before
to a woman whom he adored. Now ho
was engaged to Christine the girl who
had been his boyhood's Bwcetheart a
girl whem ho had not Been for years.

He wondered If sho believed that ho
loved her. He sat up, frowning. He
did lovo her of course he did ; or atleast ho would 'do so when they were
married and sottled down. Men always
loved thoir wives decent men, that is.

Ho tried to believe, that. He tried toforget tho heaps and heaps of unhappy
marriages which had been brought be-
fore his notice ; friends of his own niljolly, decent chape, too.

But, of course, such a thing wouldnever happen to him. Ho meant to play
the game of Christine she was a dearlittle thing. Hut tho faco of Cynthia
would rise before his eyes; he could notforget the way she had cried that eve-
ning and clung to him.

He forgot how sho had lied and de-
ceived him; ho remembered only thaishe loved him that she admitted thatshe still loved him.

Il was all the cursed money. If only
tho Qroat Horatio would come out of
"Ifi n'ra"y shell and stump up abit! It was not fair he waa as richas Croesus ; it would not hurt him tofork out another llvo hundred a yeahJimmy leaned his head In his hands:his head was aching badly now ; he sup-pose- d

It was the quantity of brandyho had drunk . He got up from hlachair and, turning out the light, wentoff to bed. But the 'darkness atomeilwo than the light It was crowdedwith pictures of Cynthia. He sawfaco in a thousand different memories:her eyes drew and tortured him. Shewas tho only woman he had ever lovedho was sure of that. .He was moro sureof It with ovorypuaslng, wakeful second.JIHnAve,? y'Jt a wlnk began to
When at last he foU asleepho had dreadful dreams. Ho woke upso"n(l ' C0H moving about the

B?on. Ver wlt a """
stoild.yd"'"0rn'n,r' Slr'" Sald ro9tln- -

Jimmy did not condescend to answer
vlmlouV""' Jwurlnir through tho
Vmi v. 'lsed his eyes: hla headstill ached vilely He got up lato anddrtsaed with a bad grace.

He ate no broakfunt. He tried to re.member whether ho had promised toround to the WyattB that moniina o?
not; everything was a bank in mindlAr rnct thnt w-- -

no could rememberenough, at ull events.
that clearly

kuout 11 he took his hat and niout. He was annoyed becausewoo shining; he waH annoyed boniui
.ondon waB look ng cheerful wh.Vi !.himself fo t depressed beyond measure
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Jul? St? niCti '"""'tly "a found him"
'ti f.ia Itimltirinrl hi.,.. Joweler's window

buy fhrlttlne a i inu'.
io would to

lie wondered If ( ynthla Intended toUsop tho ono ho Had glvon had"'" ""
nam up for weohti afturward ln fjun.
qucncjsi and oven then it wns no noyai some alio ulready had ui
fo?1lnHta0ntcek9 C"m t0 h

He oould not vit fMfiir-- A i.n ,ui.. ...
testahle-- thing had reallv hni ninH ..:
him,

have

Ho made up his mind thut ir
r.,,V. L wa.UM "aVf him ho would
; ". '"' ul u'l:e mere was nothingto wait .for and he wanted to let Cyn- -

!ia willow"il nfher,
WftB not 8lnf to wbar

Ho turned uwuy from tho window andtho dBMlIng rows of diamond rings undwalked on, Ho remembered that he hadnot answered his brother's letter; ontho Bpur of the moment he turned intuthe ntntm postollli-- and sent a cable:Letter received Am engaged to
PhrlBtlnu Vyatt, of Upton Houar Vou
remember her, Jnnies.

Ho never signed himself "Jimmy"
when hu was writing to the Orcit Hora-
tio. Tho cable, togother with his broth-
er's address, coBt him tlfteon shillings:
ho grudged the expense, but he supposed
It had to ho sent

Ha wandered on again up the street.
He had Homo lunch by himself, and

went back to th Wyatts' hotel. Chris-
tine oamo running downstairs to meut
him : her eyes were dancing, her face
flushed, l
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